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The model of a Philosophic life, according to Ficino

The details of various Renaissance philosophers’ beliefs have been much 
discussed from many different angles, but one outstanding feature that 
deserves consideration, in the context of debates about whether ‘Re-
naissance philosophy’ really exists, is the degree to which its various 
proponents held to a view of the philosophic life as it is to be lived. 
I shall examine one such philosopher, Marsilio Ficino, whose view of 
the philosophic life was interlaced with views equally related to the reli-
gious life, but who was also greatly influenced by the lives and practices 
of the philosophers of pagan antiquity. 

Especially relevant to this enquiry are two works linking philosophy 
and religion: his early De raptu Pauli and his late unfinished commentary 
on the Epistles of St Paul, both the subject of current study, as well as his 
early Life of Plato, so meaningful to the English poet Thomas Traherne. 
I shall also touch on evidence from his letters and from his Three Books 
on Life.
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