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A Contribution to the Stephen Parmenius
Research

O ne o f  th e  m o s t o u ts ta n d in g  p re se n t-d a y  scholars o f  s ix teen th  c e n tu ry  overseas 
d iscoveries, D avid  B . Q uinn  rem ark ed  th a t  in  th a t  rem o te  period th e re  w ere  h a rd ly  any  
ex p lo rers  w ho w ould h ave  se t o u t on  th e ir  d an g ero u s voyages in sp ired  p r im a ri ly  b y  li te r
a ry , o r even poetic  am b itions. H ow ever, th e re  w as one exception  in  th e  f ig u re  o f  Cam oëns 
a n d  a f te r  h im  a  H u n g a rian , S tephen  ( Is tv á n )  B u d a i P arm en ius. T he  d iffe ren ce  being 
t h a t  th e  g re a t P o rtuguese  p o e t go t safely  hom e to  w rite  h is m as te rp iece , th e  H u n g arian  
P a rm e n iu s  d ied a t  sea n e a r  th e  co ast o f  N ew found land , and  w ith  h im  — a s  Q u inn  unhesi
ta t in g ly  insisted  — th e  E ng lish  exp lo rers h a d  lo s t th e ir  own p a r t ic u la r  C am oëns.1 The 
E n g lish  scho lar w as p rim a rily  ju s tified  to  m ak e  th is  s ta te m e n t o f  d is tin c tio n  b y  th e  con
tem p o ra rie s  o f P a rm en iu s. E d w a rd  H ay es  w ho su rv iv ed  Sir H u m p h re y  G ilb e r t’s  illfa ted  
ex p ed itio n  o f  1583 considered  i t  a  trem en d o u s  loss th a t  am ong those  w ho h a d  drow ned 
w as “ a  learned  m an , an H u n g a ria n , bo rne  in  th e  C itie  o f  B uda, called  th e re o f  B udaeus, 
w ho  o f  p ie tie  and  zeale to  good a tte m p ts , a d v e n tu re d  in  th is  ac tio n , m in d in g  to  record  in 
th e  L a tin e  tongue, th e  gests an d  th in g s  w o rth y  o f  rem em brance , h a p p e n in g  in  th isd isco v - 
erie , to  th e  honou r o f o u r n a tio n , th e  sam e be in g  ado rned  w ith  th e  e lo q u e n t s tile  o f  th is  
O ra to r , and  ra re  P o e t o f  oui' t im e .” *

U n fo rtu n a te ly  i t  does n o t se rve  to  th e  c re d it o f  H u n g arian  sch o la rs  to  h av e  kep t 
s i le n t a b o u t th is  rem ark ab le  h u m a n is t p o e t. W e ca n n o t find  h is n am e  in  th e  handbook  
o f  th e  H is to ry  o f  H u n g arian  L ite ra tu re  b y  th e  A cadem y  o f  Sciences, n o r in  th e  H ungarian  
L iterary  Encyclopedia  a n d  th e  H ungarian B iographical Encyclopedia. T h is  m a y  be to  th e  
a d v a n ta g e  o f P a rm en iu s  because  he  could h a rd ly  h av e  been g ra n te d  in  h is  ow n co un try  
su ch  a  sp lend id  m onograph  an d  ed ition  o f  h is w orks a s  th e  hook p ro d u ced  b y  D av id  B. 
Q u inn  and  N eil M. C heshire e n title d , The N ew  Found Land of Stephen P arm enius. The 
L ife  and. W ritings of a H ungarian Poet, drowned on a voyage from N ew foundland, 1583. 
(U n iv e rs ity  o f  T o ron to  P ress , 1972, p . 250.)

N o w ord is enough to  p ra ise  th e  w ork  done  in  co llabora tion  by  Q u inn  a n d  C heshire. 
T h e  f irs t p a r t  o f th e  book tra c e s  P a rm e n iu s’s ca reer due to  th e  sc a rc ity  o f  d a ta ,  p a r t ic 
u la r ly  h is a c tiv ity  in  E n g la n d  th e n  i t  g ives th e  orig inal L a tin  t e x t  o f  h is  works, 
w ith  E ng lish  tran s la tio n s , accom pan ied  w ith  copious no tes . T he h is to rica l a n d  b io g rap h i
cal p o rtio n  w as done by  Q uinn , th e  ed itio n , tra n s la tio n  and  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  te x t 
b y  Chesiro. N evertheless — as it  is p o in ted  o u t in th e  P reface  — th e  tw o  sch o la rs  collabo
ra te d  very  closely, com p lem en ting  each  o th e r ’s w ork  w ith  th e  d iscovery  o f  new  docum ents, 
co m m en taries , references. T he su m m ary  o f  th e ir  resu lts , m ain ly  d u e  to  Q u in n ’s zeal, 
can  also  be read  in H u n g a ria n .3

I t  m ay  seem  useful to  re fe r to  c e r ta in  fac ts  in  P a m ie n iu s’s c a ree r . W e a re  to ld  
b y  P a rm en iu s  in  a  ded ica tion  in prose  th a t  he  w as bo rn  in  H u n g ary  su ffe rin g  u n d e r  T urkish  
ru le . T he sam e source in form s us th a t  he  received  excellen t educa tion  f i r s t  in  th e  p a r t  o f 
H u n g a ry  u n d er T u rk ish  d o m in a tio n , la te r  on th e  unoccupied  te r r i to ry  o f  th e  coun try . 
S u b seq u en tly  he w en t ab ro ad  to  spend  th re e  y ea rs  in  foreign coun tries. S ince h e  h ad  been 
in  E n g lan d  la te  in 1581, i t  seem s th a t  he  s e t  o u t on h is foreign to u r  in  1579 w hich  m akes 
Q u inn  com e to  th e  conclusion th a t  he  m u s t h av e  been  born  be tw een  1555 a n d  1560.1 
(T his seem s to  be v e ry  like ly , since M áté  S karicza , w ho in  1544 w as a lso  b o rn  a n d  edu 
c a te d  in H u n g ary  occupied by  th e  T u rk s , also  em b ark ed  on foreign tr a v e l w hen  he was
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a b o u t 25 y e a rs  o f age, leav in g  h is  c o u n try  in  1569 a n d  a r r iv in g  in  E n g lan d  as th e  cu lm in a 
tio n  o f  h is  jou rney .) W ith  a n  e x tre m e ly  skillfu l in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  few  fac ts th a t  Q u inn  
u n e a r th e d , he  p re tends to  p ro v e  t h a t  P arm en iu s en jo y ed  in  L o n d o n  a n d  O xford th e  com 
p a n io n sh ip  o f  th e  in te lle c tu a l é lite , freq u en tin g  p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  com pany  o f  th o se  w ho 
w ere  in te re s te d  in  th e  d isco v ery  a n d  conquest o f  th e  n ew  w o rld .5 U n d er th e  in p a c t o f  
th is  en v iro n m e n t, th e  H u n g a r ia n  y o u n g  m an  show ed p a r t ic u la r  in te re s t in  th e  d iscoveries 
w h ich  w ere  to  p rovide a  n ew  g o ld en  age an d  a f te r  som e rem o rse , he  even  ren o u n ced  to  
r e tu rn  in  h is  n a tiv e  co u n try . A s e a r ly  as 1582, h is n a m e  b ecam e know n in  th e  l i te ra ry  
circ les w ith  longish L a tin  v erses  w h ich  appeared  in se p a ra te  vo lum es, one o f  these , e n ti tle d  
P aean  is  a  hu m an istic  p a ra p h ra se  o f  th e  C IV  p sa lte r, a n o th e r , De navigatione, is a  eu logy  
in  co m m en d a tio n  o f th e  jo u rn e y s  o f  d iscovery  an d  E n g la n d ’s m ission  to  lead  th e  w orld , 
q u a s i to  p a v e  th e  w ay for a  fa v o u ra b le  recep tion  o f  S ir H u m p h re y  G ilb ert’s in te n tio n  to  
la u n c h  o n  a  second ex p ed itio n . H e  jo ined  th is  ill-fa ted  v o y ag e  in  1583 an d  se n t b ack  
th is  t im e , in s tead  o f an  epos, o n ly  a  sh o r t accoun t in  p ro se , s h o r tly  before he m e t h is  d e a th  
on  A u g u s t 29th.

W e  ow e i t  to  Mr. Q u in n  t h a t  we h ave  im p o rta n t in fo rm a tio n s  to  cover th e  la s t 
y e a rs  s p e n t  b y  P arm en ius in  E n g la n d , how ever, li tt le  is k n o w n  o f  h is life before h is  a r r iv a l 
th e re . B e y o n d  w hat he h im se lf  h a d  to  say  ab o u t h is h o m e lan d  an d  stud ies in  H u n g a ry  
— w ith o u t  m en tion ing  a n y  n a m e s  — in  th e  d ed ica to ry  ep is tle  o f  De navigatione, th e re  is 
o n ly  o n e  fa c t m en tioned  b y  Q u in n  p rio r to  1581. H e  a t t r ib u te s  g re a t likelihood to  th e  
a s s u m p tio n  th a t  S tep h an u s B u d a e u s  w ho im m a tricu la ted  a s  a  s tu d e n t a t  H e ide lbe rg  
U n iv e rs ity  in  1579 was id e n tic a l w ith  h im .6 This is th e  o n ly  i te m  th a t  Q uinn has ta k e n  over 
fro m  a  H u n g a ria n  a rtic le , a n d  — as w e shall la te r  see — to  h is  d isad v an tag e , because  
i t  is n o t  tr u e .  W e are  so rry  to  s a y  t h a t  a n y  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  H u n g a r ia n  scho larsh ip  to  th e  
c la r if ic a tio n  o f  th e  P a rm en iu s  q u e s tio n  has been fu tile . Q u in n  is indeed ju s tif ied  in  
in v i tin g  th e  H un g arian s to  d o  so m e th in g  a t  la s t.7

H o w ev er, it  is n o t e a sy  to  sa tis fy  th is  claim , s ince  th e re  a re  h a rd ly  a n y  sources 
to  re ly  u p o n . E v id en tly  th is  h a s  p re v e n te d  H u n g arian  sch o la rs  to  devo te  m ore a tte n tio n  
to  P a rm e n iu s . E ver since a  s h o r t  a rtic le  b y  L ajos K ro p f ,8 th e re  h ave  been o n ly  fu tile  
a t te m p ts  to  e lucidate  th e  b ac k g ro u n d  a n d  education  o f  P a rm e n iu s , w ith o u t a n y  re su lt. 
K ro p f  w as th e  firs t scho la r to  su g g es t som e re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  th e  a u th o r ’s L a tin  
n am e , P a rm e n iu s  and  th e  H u n g a r ia n  nam e  o f Paizs, o r P a is , m e a n in g  shield, as th e  G raeco- 
L a tin  p a rm a . T his m ay  h a v e  in d u c e d  Dezső L áng  to  w rite  (w ith o u t an y  references or 
sources) th e  following: »R ecent p u b lic a tio n s  o f  ch a rte rs  m a k e  i t  ev id en t th a t  th e  P ro te s 
t a n t  P e is  fam ily  left B uda, seek ing  re fuge  from  th e  T u rk s  a t  N y itr a  in  1557, w here th e  co u n 
te r -re fo rm e d  [sic!] D om inicans, f in d in g  th e  fa ther, J á n o s  P e is  a n d  h is th ree  sons, J á n o s  
ju n io r , G áb o r and  M árton  » o b d u ra te  in  th e ir  heresy«, co ndem ned  th e m  to  th e  galleys 
in  1574«. L á n g  suggests th e  o p in io n  in  h is artic le  th a t  th e re  w as a  fo u r th  son, I s tv á n  P e is  
w ho is  id e n tic a l w ith  P a rm en iu s , w ho  succeeded in  g e tt in g  aw ay , n o t sharing  th e  fa te  o f  
h is f a th e r  a n d  b ro th ers .9 D is re g a rd in g  th e  fac t th a t  a cco rd in g  to  T u rk ish  reco rds to  be  
m e n tio n e d  below , th e re  w as no  fa m ily  a t  B u d a  of th e  n a m e  o f  Pe is , L áng  insists on  im p o s
sible th in g s :  for exam ple in  1574 th e re  w ere n e ith e r D o m in ican s  in  H u n g ary , n o r w as 
a n y b o d y  condem ned a t  th a t  t im e  in  H u n g a ry  to  th e  galleys. O n th e  o th e r h an d , e x a c tly  
h u n d re d  y e a rs  la te r, in  1674 th e  m a r tia l law -court o f  G y ö rg y  Szelepcsényi in  P ozsony  
(B ra tis la v a )  condem ned sev e ra l P ro te s ta n ts  (of course, o n ly  c lergym en) to  serve  on  th e  
g a lley s; L á n g  ev iden tly  m ixed  u p  th e  tw o  da tes , causing  th e  m is ta k e .10

S ta te m e n ts  b y  a n o th e r  a u th o r ,  T iv ad a r Á cs, co n ce rn in g  th e  s ta y  o f  P a rm e n iu s  
in  E n g la n d  (he suggests am o n g  o th e r s  th a t  he becam e H e a d  L ib ra r ia n  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  O x fo rd  !) h av e  been d isa p p ro v e d  as en tire ly  baseless b y  Q u in n .11 Ács even  believed
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to  h av e  d iscovered a  so fa r  unknow n  P arm en iu s  poem , addressed to  th e  r iv e r  Thames, 
h e  even  published  its  tra n s la t io n  in H u n g a rian , a lth o u g h  all he dill w as to  t r a n s la te  in to  
H u n g a ria n , De navigations, th e  poem  w ell-know n an d  frequen tly  in c lu d ed  in to  E nglish  
a n d  A m erican  collections. H e  w as ev id en tly  m isled  b y  th e  fact, th a t  th e  p o e m  is headed 
b y  a  six-lined verse, e n ti tle d  A d  T ham esin.12 I n  a n o th e r  artic le  by  th e  s a m e  a u th o r , the 
H u n g a ria n  h u m an is t is a lre a d y  p ro m o ted  to  th e  ra n k  o f  “ E n g lan d ’s m o s t c e le b ra te d  p o e t” , 
an d  w as supposed to  h av e  been  asked  b y  Q ueen E liz ab e th  in  person  to  w r i te  a  poem  on 
th e  N ew  F o u n d lan d  ex p ed itio n . Acs even  p re te n d s  th a t  accord ing  to  M S F o l. H ung. 
1734 o f  th e  H u n g a rian  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry , th e  n a m e  o f  S tephanus B u d aeu s  fig u re s  in the 
lis t o f  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  foreign u n iversities fro m  th e  D anube diocese o f  th e  C alvinist 
ch u rch , a s  a  s tu d e n t o f  H eid e lb e rg  in 1679.13

S uspecting  th e  t r u th  o f  th is  s ta te m e n t, we looked in th e  su rv iv in g  m a tricu la tio n  
reg is te rs  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  H eide lbe rg  an d  i t  tu rn e d  o u t th a t  no  su c h  n a m e  occurs; 
w h a t is m ore, be tw een  1677 an d  1584 no H u n g a ria n  s tu d en t h ad  e n ro lle d .14 H ow ever, 
th e  nam e o f  S tep h an u s  B u d aeu s occurs a t  W itte n b e rg , w here accord ing  to  B artho lom aei- 
des he w as supposed to  h av e  im m atricu la ted  on  S ep tem ber 29th , 1679, th i s  h a v in g  been 
ta k e n  over in th e  w ell-know n w orks o f  V ilm os F ra k n ó i and  László F ö ld v á r y  to o .16 On 
th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  MS. F o l. H ung . N o. 1734 o f  th e  N atio n a l L ib ra ry , e n ti t le d , “The 
lis t o f  nam es o f th o se  persons w ho w ere b o rn  on  th e  te r r ito ry  o f  th e  D a n u b ia n  Diocese 
a n d  a tte n d e d  foreign u n iv e rs itie s  betw een  1622— 1600” , is n o th in g  else t h a n  one p a r t  of 
th e  re cen t m a n u sc rip t o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  R efo rm ed  C hurch o f th e  D an u b e -reg io n  col
lec ted  by  László F ö ld v á ry . T he  lis t o f  nam es as  g iven  in th e  MS. ag rees co m p le te ly  w ith 
t h a t  pub lished  in  th e  m o n o g rap h , n a tu ra lly  inc lu d in g  th e  nam e o f  B u d a e u s  a s  s tu d en t 
o f  W itten b erg . T iv a d a r  A cs also  follow ed th is  MS w hen he dec la red  t h a t  S tephanus 
B u daeus w as a  s tu d e n t o f  H eidelbe rg , because  th e  pages of F ö ld v á ry ’s n o te s  w ere badly 
bo u n d  an d  th e  in a t te n t iv e  re a d e r  could by  rig h ts  im agine th a t  th e  s t a te m e n t  w hich can 
b e  read  on p . 19 re fe rs  to  H eid e lb e rg  an d  n o t to  W itte n b e rg .16 T his shou ld  p ro v e  th a t  there  
is no  evidence w hatsoever to  th e  s ta y  o f  B u d aeu s  a t  H eidelberg . On th e  o th e r  h an d , we 
can  ta k e  i t  for g ra n te d  th a t  S tep h en  B u d a i h a d  indeed  s tud ied  a t  W it te n b e rg , a  fact 
supposed  — v ery  w isely — b y  Q uinn to o .17

T heo re tica lly  i t  is possib le th a t  th e  nam e  o f  P arm en ius w as P a izs  =  parm a, bu t 
i t  w ould be farfe tched  to  fo rm  parm enius  from  it . A tti la  F á j, one o f  th e  re v ie w e rs  o f  Q uinn’s 
book  com es to  th e  conclusion  th a t  th e  L a tin  parm a  can  be tra n s la te d  a s  vért (arm our) 
in  H u n g a rian , so o u r p o e t’s n a m e  could h ave  ju s t  a s  well been Vértesi, e v e n tu e lly  re la ted  
to  a  nephew  o f  th e  a rch b ish o p  B akócz o f  th e  sam e n am e.18 The tro u b le  is, h ow ever, th a t 
no  fam ily  o f  th e  n a m e  o f  P a izs  o r Vértesi can  be  found  in  th e  reg is te rs  o f  B u d a  under 
T u rk ish  rule. O w ing to  a  sc rupu lous financ ia l ad m in is tra tio n  enforced b y  th e  T u rk s , the 
lis t o f  a ll ta x -p a y e rs  is av a ilab le , th ese  d o cu m en ts  w ere called defters, e v e n  m o d ern  edi
tio n s  ex is ting  for th e  y ea rs  o f  1546 an d  1562.19 W e can  find  here  th e  n a m e  o f  a  citizen 
o f  B u d a  called A n d rás  P a iz sg y á rtó  w ho in  1546 lived  to g e th e r w ith  h is  bach e lo r son, 
F e ren c , an d  as ev idenced  b y  th e  1546 reg is te r , o n ly  in  Ó buda ap p ea l’s a  F e re n c  Paizs, 
to g e th e r  w ith  h is son F e ren c  a n d  his b ro th e rs  o f  th e  nam es o f  M áté, A m b ru s  a n d  A lb e rt, — 
n o  tra c e  being  o f  a n y b o d y  am o n g s t th e m  o f  th e  nam e  o f I s tv á n .20 I t  w o u ld  be  d ifficu lt 
to  im agine how  P a iz sg y á rtó  could be m ade  in to  P a rm en iu s  and  Ó b u d a  a t  t h a t  tim e , was 
a n  in d ep en d e n t c ity . C onsequen tly , am ong  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f B u d a  th e re  is n o  nam e  which 
cou ld  be iden tified  a s  P a rm en iu s.

H ow ever, we had  m ore  luck  in  th e  c ity  o f  R áckeve. W e find  th e  n a m e  o f  an  Is tv án  
B u d a i in  th e  de/ter o f  1562 w ho w as lis ted  a t  f irs t in  1559 as a  new  s e t t l e r .21 H is  nam e 
B u d a i =  B udaeus p ro b ab ly  in d ica ted  th a t  he  m oved  from  B u d a  to  th e  th e n  flourishing
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R á c k e v e  w here he d ropped  h is  o rig in a l nam e and  w as re fe rre d  to  as B u d ai to  in d ic a te  
h is  o rig in . I n  th is  w ay h e  co u ld  h a v e  been identical w ith  a n y  I s tv á n  whose nam e occurred  
in  t h e  1546 defter o f B u d a , b u t  w a s  m issing  in th e  1562 o n e , so  e ith e r  w ith  C sap iár M ark ó ’s 
son , o r  A m b ru s  G onda’s s t il l b a c h e lo r  son called I s tv á n  in  1546.22 D esp ite  th is  s im ila rity  
b e tw e e n  th e  nam es o f a  c itiz en  o f  R áckeve  and  th e  la te r  s tu d e n t  o f W itten b erg , w e can  
h a rd ly  ta k e  i t  for g ran ted  t h a t  th e  c itizen  registered  a t  R á c k e v e  in  1559 and  1562 w ould  
b e  id e n tic a l w ith  ou r a d v e n tu ro u s  p o e t whose nam e  as  a  b o y  o f  u n d e r te n  w as a n y w ay  
n o t  in c lu d ed  in to  th e  list. I t  is w ell believable, how ever, t h a t  in  th e  R áckeve lis t w e h av e  
h i t  u p o n  th e  nam e of th e  h u m a n is t  p o e t’s fa ther w ho, i f  th i s  is tru e , m oved from  B u d a  
to  R á c k e v e  w ith  a  sm all son  o f  th e  sam e nam e in th e  la t e  1550s. N evertheless i t  is also  
p o ss ib le  t h a t  a ll th is  is m e re  c o n je c tu re . Should th is , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , p ro v e  tru e , i t  
w o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  to  a  r ig h t in te rp re ta t io n  of th e  ro o ts  o f  P a rm e n iu s ’s education  a n d  la te r  
c u ltu re .

I t  is w ell-known t h a t  o n  th e  te r rito ry  o f T u rk ish  o c c u p a tio n  T olna a n d  R áck ev e  
w ere  th e  m a in  economic a n d  c u l tu ra l  centres o f th e  H u n g a r ia n s  in th e  ’60s. T he n u m b e r 
o f  th e  l a t t e r ’s C hristian  in h a b i ta n t s  surpassed th a t  o f  B u d a  a n d  its  in te llec tu a l life w as 
h a llm a rk e d  by  th e  a c tiv ity  o f  I s tv á n  Szegedi K is an d  M á té  S karicza . I t  w as S karicza  to o  
w ho  b e fo re  going on to  K o lo z sv á r  to  com plete h is s tu d ie s  w as h ead m aste r in  1564 o f  
th e  sch o o l a t  R áckeve, b e in g  su cceed ed  by  János Szebeni, w ell versed  in  d ialectics, G reek  
l i te r a tu r e  an d  m usic. R e tu rn in g  f ro m  T ransy lvan ia , S k a ric z a  b ro u g h t w ith  h im self T am ás 
K a p ly a n i  w ho got excellen t t r a in in g  in  Greek and  p o e try  in  V á ra d  to  be responsib le  fo r 
th e  sch o o l a t  R áckeve. T h u s  th e  fu tu re  g lob e -tro tte r p o e t  h a d  am ple o p p o rtu n ity  to  
a c q u ire  th e  rud im en ts o f h u m a n is t ic  cu ltu re , includ ing  th e  m a s te ry  o f G reek, to o .23T h en , 
i f  w e co n sid e r th a t  th e  ro a d  o f  th o s e  desirous to  s tu d y , le a v in g  th e  schools in  occupied  
H u n g a ry  generally  led in  th e  ’60s a n d  ’70s to  K o lo zsv á r24 — unless th e y  w en t d irec tly  
a b ro a d , a s  so m any from  T o ln a  — to  th e  school o f th e  h ig h e s t s ta n d a rd  in H u n g a ry , i t  
is n o t  u n lik e ly  th a t  I s tv á n  B u d a i to o , following in th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  h is con jec tu red  m a s te r , 
p ro c e e d e d  tow ards th e  “m e tro p o lis  T ransy lvan iae” . T h is  a rg u m e n ta tio n  can be su p p o rted  
b y  a  se n te n c e  in  th e  d ed ic a to ry  e p is tle  o f De navigatione, w h e re  a  d irec t reference is m ad e  
to  h is  fam ily  background  a n d  e d u c a tio n  in  H ungary : “ I n  s e rv itu te  e t  b a rb a rie  T u rc ica , 
C h r is tia n i ta rnen  m agno im m o r ta l is  D ei beneficio p a re n t ib u s ,  n a tu s , a liquam  e tiam  a e ta tis  
p a r te m  ed u ca tu s, p o s tq u a m  d o c tiss im o ru m  hom inum  o p e ra , qu ibus tu rn  P an n ó n iáé  
n o s t ra e  tu rn  im prim is sa lv ae  a d h u c  earum  reliquae f lo re sc u n t , in  lite ris  ado lev issem , 
m o re  n o s tro ru m  hom inum  a d  in v isen d as  C hristiani o rb is  A cadem ias ab lega tu s fu i-” 25 
T h ese  lin e s  m ake i t  q u ite  e v id e n t  th a t  he was e d u c a te d , p a r t ly  in  occupied H u n g a ry  
a n d  p a r t ly  in  some “ su rv iv in g  re l ic s ”  o f  it , also, th a t  a s  i t  w as  cu sto m ary  in  th o se  d ay s , 
h e  m e n tio n e d  w ith  th e  p lu ra l fo rm  P an n ó n iáé  b o th  th e  “ r o y a l”  H u n g a ry , u n d er H a p sb u rg  
ru le , a n d  th e  p rinc ipa lity  o f  T ra n s y lv a n ia  and th a t  he  w as  e d u c a te d  everyw here b y  v e ry  
le a rn e d  m en .

N everthe less, w e b e liev e  t h a t  K olozsvár p u t  th e  f in ish in g  touches on S tep h en  
B u d a i’s h o m e learn ing  b e c a u se  th e  o th e r tw o fam ous P r o t e s ta n t  colleges in  D ebrecen  
a n d  S á ro s p a ta k  could on ly  h a v e  la u n c h e d  him  on a  th e o lo g ic a l ca reer w hereas we can n o t 
t r a c e  a n y  am b ition  of th a t  k in d  in  o u r  poet. H is P ro te s ta n t  fa i th ,  h is  a n tip a p is t a t t i tu d e  
is e v id e n t in  all his w orks, b u t  w ith o u t  a  binding o b lig a tio n  to  serve an y  church . E v e n  
h is  p a ra p h ra s e  of th e  p sa lm s is  th e  w ork  of a  P ro te s ta n t  la y m a n  h u m an is t, th e  a rch a ic  
t i t l e  (P a e a n ) ,  as well as th e  P la to n is t ic  and L u c re tia n  a llu s io n s  all su p p o rt i t .26 T he  
U n ita r ia n  college of K o lozsvár w h ic h  in  th e  1570s had  a n  e x c e lle n t s ta f f  o f  teachers  a n d  w as 
fam o u s  in  fostering  a  h u m a n is tic  a n d  to le ran t sp ir it w as b e s t  su ited  to  shape a  m a n  o f  
th is  k in d .
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As fa r as h is p e re g r in a tio n  is concerned, h e  g av e  th e  op in ion  th a t  i t  enabled  h im  
to  v is it n o t only  n u m ero u s  c u ltu ra l cen tres (“ c o m p lu ria  M usarum  h o sp itia ” ), b u t also 
m a n y  well o rganized s ta te s  a n d  churches (“ sed m u lta s  e tia m  sap ien te r in s ti tu te s  respubli- 
cas, m u lta ru m  ecclesiarum  p ro b a tiss im as  ad m in is tra tio n e s” ) w hich show s a  p a r  excellence 
po litica l h u m an is t in te re s t an d  n o t an  in tro d u c tio n  to  a n  ecclesiatical career. N or is h is 
desire  to  m eet an d  m ak e  fr ien d s  w ith  fam ous persons ty p ic a l o f  th e  la t te r .27 I t  also follows 
fro m  these a im s th a t  w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  th e  W it te n b e rg  one, o th e r  u n iv e rs ity  m a tr ic u 
la tio n  reg isters do n o t  co n ta in  h is n am e, because he d id  n o t  p u rsu e  reg u la r stud ies , n o r did 
h e  in ten d  to  ta k e  a  degree , w an tin g  only to  o b ta in  experiences and  s a t ia te  h is th ir s t  
fo r know ledge. F in a lly , he  found  E n g lan d  to  com ply  b e s t w ith  th ese  req u irem en ts : “ non  
locus, non n a tio , non  re sp u b lic a  u lla  nobis aeque  a c  t u a  B rita n n ia  com p lacu it”  — he 
s ta te d  in h is d ed ica to ry  ep is tle  addressed  to  G ilbert. H e  w as received  by  so m uch  h u m a n 
i ty  in th is  co u n try  t h a t  “ suav issim ae  A nglorum , a m ic itia e  fen n e  ab o lev e rin t desiderium  
e t  P an n o n ia ru m  e t B u d ae  m eae , qu ibus p a tr ia e  n o m en  deb eo ” .28

P erh ap s  th is  y o u n g  m an  know n u p  to  th en  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  I s tv á n  B udai, decided 
o n ly  now , in E n g lan d , to  assum e th e  nam e o f  P a rm e n iu s , ev en tu a lly  m ade  b y  h im 
self. I f  th is  is tru e , th e n  i t  is n o t  a  L atin ized  form  o f  a n  o rig inal H u n g a rian  nam e  and  
w e do  b e tte r  o f  we t r y  to  fin d  som e m oral o r sy m b o lica l significance in its  m eaning. 
I t  m ay  be th e  L a tin ized  fo rm  o f  th e  G reek verb , naçfiévw  o r Падарегт, m ean ing  to  s tay , 
rem a in  fa ith fu l, p ersev erin g  (th e  form  o f p a rtic ip le  is Jlaoftivtwç o r Ilaoa/tévixoç).29 The 
H u n g a ria n  h u m an is t m e a n t to  confirm  w ith  th e  c re a tio n  o f  th is  nam e  h is u n ch an g 
in g  devotion  to  h is h o m elan d , o r else h is d e te rm in a tio n  to  s ta y  in  E n g lan d , o r even b o th . 
Such  a  so ph istica ted  search  fo r th e  r ig h t sym bol, su c h  an  in te llec tu a l gam e w hich w as 
h a rd  to  solve, w as by  n o  m ean s u n u su a l in th e  la te  flo w erin g  o f  hum an ism . N a tu ra lly , we 
can  offer no  ev idences to  p ro v e  o u r supposition , n ev e rth e le ss , i t  is ev id en t th a t  i t  is n o t 
possib le  — as w e h av e  seen — to  link  th e  w ord, parm en ius, w ith  an y  fam ily  nam e  d iscov
ered  in co n tem p o rary  B u d a , an d  certa in ly  th is  n a m e  d o esn ’t  ex is t in a n y  source p rio r 
to  I s tv á n  B u d a i’s s ta y  in  E n g lan d .

I t  rem ains a  d e b a ta b le  question  how  P a rm en iu s  fo u n d  h is  w ay to  E n g lan d , be ing  
im m ed ia te ly  connected  w ith  th e  b e s t circles. In  h is m o n o g rap h , Q uinn offers several po s
sib ilities. Since th e  H u n g a ria n  p o e t en joyed  th e  su p p o r t  o f  th e  d is tingu ished  fam ily  o f  th e  
U n to n ’s, and  since one  o f  th e m  h ad  stud ied  a t  P a d o v a  in  th e  y ea rs  p rio r to  1581, i t  
seem s very  likely  th a t  a n  ev en tu a l friendsh ip  betw een  th e  tw o  helped  h is w ay  to  E ng land . 
H ow ever, Q uinn also  su sp ec ts  som e connection  w ith  H e n ry  Savile, w ho a t  th a t  
t im e  had  n o t been in  E n g la n d , on ly  h is b ro th e r T h o m as  becam e one o f  P a rm en iu s’ 
fr ien d s  w ho, on F e b ru a ry  9 th , 1583 received a  d e d ic a te d  copy o f  P aean .3” In  h is p ap e r 
in  H u n g a rian , Q uinn a lre a d y  a t t r ib u te s  th e  lead ing  ro le  to  th e  Savile b ro th e rs , due  to  th e  
la t t e r ’s in tim a te  connection  w ith  A ndreas D u d ith .31 I n  1581, H en ry  h ad  been fo r six 
m o n th s  a  ta b le  com pan ion  o f  th is  g re a t H u n g a rian  h u m a n is t a t  B reslau  (W róclaw ), 
T hom as, had  been , on th e  o th e r  h a n d , s tay in g  w ith  D u d ith  d u rin g  th e  w in te r o f 1588— 
89, be ing  also p re sen t a t  h is  d e a th b e d .32 F rien d sh ip  o f  th e  Savile  b ro th e rs  w ith  D u d ith  
w ho enjoyed g re a t re p u ta tio n  in  h u m an is t circles could  indeed  h av e  served  as a  s ta r tin g  
p o in t in th e  career o f  P a rm en iu s  in E ng land  — if  i t  is conceivab le  th a t  he  had  a n y  con
n ec tion  w ith  D u d ith  in  th e  la te  1570s. H ow ever, i t  m a y  be  possib le  to  m ake  i t  p robab ly .

I f  we ta k e  i t  fo r g ra n te d  th a t  leaving T ra n sy lv a n ia , S tep h an u s  becam e im m atri- 
cu la ted  a t  th e  u n iv e rs ity  o f  W itten b e rg , he could n o t h a v e  follow ed an y  o th e r  rou te  th a n  
th ro u g h  P o lan d  (ru led  in  th o se  y ea rs  by  S tephen  B á th o ry , p rince of T ransy lvan ia), 
s to p p in g  a t  C racow  an d  B reslau . O w ing to  th e  fac t t h a t  in T ran sy lv an ia , Is tv á n  B u d ai 
h ad  h ad  h u m an is t p a tro n s  an d  n o t ecclesiastical ones, i t  is m ore  th a n  likely  th a t  he
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h a d  in  h is  p o ck e t a  le tte r  o f  in tro d u c tio n  addressed  to  th e  g re a t h u m a n is t w ho a t  th a t  
t im e  liv e d  re tire d  in B reslau . O u r y o u n g  p o e t w hose p rim a ry  o b jec t fo r h is t r a v e ls  w as 
to  m e e t sc h o la r ly  m en, w as p ro b a b ly  v e ry  p leased  to  m ak e  th e  acq u a in tan ce  o f  th e  g rea t 
m a n . M o reo v er, we know  th a t  D u d ith , in  th e  la s t decade o f  h is life w as m u ch  concerned  
in  p ro m o tin g  th e  studies a b ro ad  o f  ta le n te d  yo u n g  H u n g a rian s  an d  considered  th e  fo u n d a 
tio n  o f  a  college to  th a t  a im  a t  W itte n b e rg .33 T here  is n o th in g  to  c o n tra d ic t Q u in n ’s 
su g g e s tio n  t h a t  D ud ith  m u s t h a v e  rece iv ed  w ith  affection  th is  yo u n g  m a n  w ho w as e d u 
c a te d  b y  T ran sy lv an ian  h u m a n is ts  a n d  s e t o u t in 1579 for W itten b e rg  a n d  la te r , in  1581, 
in te rv e n e d  w ith  H en ry  Savile w ho  s ta y e d  in  h is house to  g ive th e  p ro p e r in tro d u c tio n s  
to  h im  to  h is  friends in E n g lan d .

T h e  p ro b ab ility  o f th ese  d a ta ,  m a in ly  based  on  suggestions, is m u ch  en h a n c e d  by  
th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  learned m en  in  H u n g a ry  a n d  T ran sy lv an ia . A m ong th e  H u n g a r ia n  h u 
m a n is ts  in  B á th o ry ’s service w ho  o f te n  s ta y e d  in  T ran sy lv an ia , M árto n  B erzev iczy  was 
th e  f i r s t  w h o  v isited  E n g lan d  a n d  rece iv ed  an  aud ience w ith  th e  Q ueen in 1564.34 Some 
y e a rs  la t e r ,  B u d a i’s supposed m a s te r ,  M áté  S karicza also  w en t to  E n g la n d  a n d  w as 
e n c h a n te d  w ith  London an d  Q ueen  E liz a b e th ’s c o u rt.35 I t  w as p a r t ic u la r ly  a m o n g  th e  
T ra n s y lv a n ia n  a n ti tr in ita r ia n s  t h a t  th e  Q ueen becam e a  m y th ica l figu re  a n d  th e  cen tre  
o f  a  c u l t ,  t h a t  is, am ong m en  w ho  h a d  p e rh a p s  helped P a rm en iu s  to  p u rsu e  h is  s tud ies 
a t  h o m e .

T h e  w ell-know n collective w o rk , e n ti tle d  De falsa et vera unius D ei . . . cognitione, 
a s  th e  m a n ife s to  o f Polish  an d  H u n g a r ia n  a n ti tr in ita r ia n s , pub lished  a t  G y u la feh é rv á r 
in  156836 w as being obv iously  p re p a re d  b y  F e ren c  D áv id , B la n d ra ta  a n d  o th e rs  for a 
n ew  e d it io n , ded ica ted  th is  tim e , n o t  to  J á n o s  I I  e lec ted  k in g  o f  H u n g a ry  b u t  to  Queen 
E liz a b e th  o f  E n g lan d .37 T he  n ew  ed itio n  n ev er ap p ea red  b u t  th e  L a tin  in tro d u c tio n  a d 
d ressed  to  Q ueen E ’izabe th , w r i t te n  in  1570, su rv iv ed .38 I n  th is  th e  m in is te rs  o f  H u n g a ry , 
P o la n d  a n d  T ran sy lv an ia  “ in  a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  h eaven ly  d o c trin e  o f  t r u th ” , co m p la ined  
a b o u t  t h e  sad  pred icam en t o f  th e i r  b re th re n , Poles, F ren ch , Swiss a n d  G erm an s a n d  w ere 
g ra te fu l  to  G od th a t  Já n o s  I I  o ffe red  asy lu m  in  h is co u n try , sim ila r to  t h a t  g ra n te d  
b y  Q u een  E liz a b e th  in E n g lan d . I t  w as n o t on ly  in  th is  p reface  th a t  E n g la n d  f ig u re d  as  th e  
h o m e  o f  to le ran ce ; Paleologus, o n e  o f  th e  ch ie f rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  E a s t  E u ro p e a n  a n ti tr in i-  
ta r ia n is m  expressed th e  sam e o p in io n  in  a  w ork , e n title d , A dversus P i i  V . prescrip tionem  
E lizabethae Reginae Angliáé w h ich  w as com pleted  in  M oravia  in  1576 a n d  cam e d o w n  to  us 
in  M S .39 I n  h is  dedica tion  a d d re sse d  to  E liz a b e th , Paleo logus in s is ted  t h a t  he  h a d  alw ays 
s y m p a th iz e d  w ith  th e  E ng lish  p eo p le , he  a lw ays m a in ta in ed  h is connections in  E n g lan d  
a n d  is , th e re fo re , in d u ty  b o u n d  to  d e fen d  th e  Q ueen ag a in s t th e  bu ll o f  ex co m m u n ica tio n  
issu ed  b y  P iu s  V. W e know  th a t  P a leo lo g u s ac te d  as a  go-betw een  to  in fo rm  D u d ith  ab o u t 
T ra n s y lv a n ia n  affairs, to  th e  v e ry  m in u te  o f  h is a rre s t. N o w onder t h a t  th e  m a n  w ho 
s ta r t in g  o u t  from  R áckeve, re a c h e d  th e  is land  a f te r  leav ing  K o lo zsv á r w ith  th e  help 
o f  D u d i th ,  h a d  had  due e x p e c ta tio n s  an d  a rr iv ed  in  E n g lan d  fu lly  aw are  o f  th e  E liz a b e th  
cu lt. I f  w e  know  all th is , w e can  g iv e  th e  r ig h t in te rp re ta tio n  to  a  line in  h is p o em  w ritte n  
in  E n g la n d , w here he is re fe rrin g  to  th e  P a n n o n ia n s  w ho look w ith  g re a t e x p e c ta tio n  to  
E liz a b e th  in  th e ir  effort to  be u n ite d  b e h in d  w ell-defended b o u n d a rie s .10

N o r  w as unknow n fo r h im  th e  u to p is tic  ex p e c ta tio n  concern ing  th e  N ew  W orld  
w h en  h e  f i r s t  tre ad  on E ng lish  so il. A lre a d y  a t  K o lozsvár Paleo logus h a d  p ro p a g a te d  th e  
v iew  t h a t  th e  Ind ians could n o t h a v e  descended  fro m  A dam , so th e y  a re  vo id  o f  th e  o rig inal 
sin . I t  w a s  ex ac tly  a t  K o lozsvár t h a t  h e  w ro te  in  1574 h is d ialogue, Catechesis C hristiana  
w h e re  o n e  o f  th e  in terlocu to rs is th e  In d ia n  T elephus, th e  u n sp o ilt, n a iv e , “ s a v a g e ”  w hose 
s im p le  m o ra ls  and  n a tu ra l ra t io n a l ism  p re se n t a  g la ring  c o n tra s t w ith  th e  h y p o crisy  
o f  th e  E u ro p e a n s , in  religion, p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  ir ra tio n a lism  o f C atho lic ism .41 I f  i t  is tru e
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th a t  I s tv á n  B u d a i had  s tu d ied  in th e  1570s in  th e  college o f K o lozsvár, th e n  he  m ust 
obv iously  h av e  know n th e  Catechesis, since its  a u th o r  w ro te  p a rtic u la r ly  to  th e  ed ifica
tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  an d  i t  m a y  even  h a v e  b een  perfo rm ed  in d ialogue.

D id  these  p roceedings in  h is n a tiv e  c o u n try  n o t co n trib u te  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  P arm e- 
n iu s  a rr iv in g  in  E n g lan d  expec ted  from  th e  re ign  o f  Queen E lizab e th  a n d  fro m  a n  en 
co u n te r  w ith  th e  un sp o ilt n a tiv e s  o f  th e  N ew  W orld  th e  ad v en t o f th e  G o lden  Age? 
W h en  w e read  h is De navigatione w r it te n  in  1582, w e do n o t have  th e  fee ling  th a t  i t  is 
filled  w ith  sw iftly  ad o p ted  com m onplaces a n d  fash io n ab le  phrases in v ogue  in  co n tem po
ra ry  E n g la n d . I t  is ra th e r  a  w ell-delibera ted  m a tu re  poetieo-politieal se ries  o f  concepts. 
W h en  S tep h en  P a rm en iu s  vo lu n teered  to  becom e th e  p ro p ag an d ist o f  S ir  H u m p h rey  
G ilb e r t’s  p lan n ed  second exped ition , he  u n d e rto o k  a  c rea tiv e  m ission m a d e  u p  o f  th e  m ost 
p ro m isin g  m y th  o f  th e  la te  R ena issance  an d  in  c e rta in  fea tu res even  a n  in i t ia t iv e  role.

De navigatione is a  ch a rac te ris tic  ex p ression  o f  th e  crisis s e n tim e n t o f  th e  la te  
R en a issan ce . T he  w orld as know n th e n  b ecam e ir re tr iev ab ly  th e  v ic t im  o f  w ars and 
ty ra n n y . I t  w as subdued  b y  B aby lon , th e  P e rs ia n s , th e  M acedonians a n d  su b seq u en tly  
by  R o m e , P a rm en iu s  said , now  i t  is opressed  p a r t ly  b y  th e  ru le o f th e  T u rk s , p a r t ly  by 
th e  y o k e  o f  th e  pope and  th e  la t te r ,  ow ing to  th e  S p an ia rd s, has sp read  even  th e  co n tin en t 
d iscovered  by  C olum bus. In  a  h u m an is tic  version  w e g e t here  a w ell-know n series  o f  ideas 
o f  th e  H u n g a ria n  R efo rm atio n : th e  co n cep t o f  th e  fou r em pires an d  th e  tw o  coun tries 
o f  A n tic h r is t. W ith  th e  m a te r ia l (T urks) an d  s p ir itu a l (Pope) A n tic h r is t th e  reform ers 
co n fro n ted  th e  tru e  church  o f  C hris t, to  be b u il t  w ith in  th e  soul. P a rm e n iu s , on  the  
o th e r  h a n d , offers as an  a lte rn a tiv e  to  E u ro p e  u n d e r  th e  heel o f b o th  th e  T u rk s  an d  th e  
p o p e , th e  N ew  W orld  to  be d iscovered  b ey o n d  th e  confines o f  th e  k n o w n  w orld . Only 
th e  u n c o rru p te d  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  s till u n k n o w n  new  con tinen t, liv in g  a  n a tu ra l  life, 
u n h am p ered  b y  law s, w ho had  nev er know n e ith e r  T u rk ish  o r papal ty r a n n y  can  p rovide 
th e  a d v e n t o f  a  S a tu rn ian  golden age. O n ly  th e  m en  o f  such  coun tries sh o u ld  be  g ran ted  
th e  p riv ilege  o f  seeing th a t  lan d  w here th e  p o w er o f  pope and  T u rk  c a n n o t e x is t, w here 
peace  ru le s  in s tead  o f  w ar, w here n o t ty r a n n y  b u t  aurea libertás h as  th e  u p p e r  hand . 
In d e e d , such  a  co u n try  is E n g lan d , governed  s im ila r to  a  goddess b y  th e  v irg in  A straea .

T h e  A stra e a  m y th  h ad  deep  ro o ts , go ing  b ack  as fa r as a n tiq u ity .42 A s tr a e a  re tu rn ed  
to  th e  V irg in ’s conste lla tion  from  th e  w a r-in fes ted  w orld , being d u e  to  r e tu r n  w ith  the 
a d v e n t o f  a  new  golden age, a  new  perio d  o f  p eace  on  ea rth . Since th e  sa fe s t p ledge of 
peace is a  la rge , s tro n g  em pire , th e  m y th  w as a c tu a liz ed  in th e  A u g u stan  a n d  C onstan- 
t in ia n  p e rio d , ju s t  as well as in  th e  m ed iev a l em p ire  (see D an te). Y e t th e  sy m b o l was 
nevei' m o re  convincing  th a n  d u rin g  th e  re ign  o f  Q ueen E lizab e th  in E n g la n d , w hen  a t  the  
h ead  o f  a  ris ing  em pire , a  rea l, o r believed to  be  rea l V irgin was a t  th e  h e lm . E v e r  since 
th e  b eg inn ing  o f  h e r ru le , th e  E liz a b e th -A stra e a  id e n tity  had been h a u n tin g . T h a t her 
re ign  beg an  in th e  w ake o f  th e  ris in g  co n ste lla tio n  o f  th e  V irgin hail been  in s is te d  upon 
even  by  th e  fam ous h is to rian , W illiam  C am d en , a s  ea rly  as 1574; he b ecam e  la te r  one of 
th e  p a tro n s  o f  PaiTnenius in  E n g lan d . In  th e  d issem ination  o f th e  m y th  m en  o f  no t 
sm alle r s ta tu re  h ad  p a rtic ip a te d  th a n  G io rd an o  B ru n o , Jo h n  Dee, S pencer a n d  S hakes
p eare . P a rm e n iu s ’ poem  a n tic ip a te d  in  tim e  th e  co rrespond ing  w ritings a n d  s ta te m e n ts  o f 
th o se  m en tio n ed  above, so he deserves to  be lis ted  as a n  in itia to r o f th e  c u lt .

T h e  rea liza tio n  o f  th e  p lan , th e  d isco v ery  o f  th e  new  world an d  o f  t he  new  race 
w as ex p ec ted  from  Sir H u m p h rey  G ilb ert, th e  le ad e r o f  th e  p lanned ex p e d itio n , h is boats 
sa iling  dow n th e  T ham es wore inspected  by  E liz ab e th -A straea , as l ’a llas A th e n e  long  ago 
h ad  w a tch ed  Ja so n . I t  w as le t to  th e  new  A rg o n a u ts  an d  th e ir  leader to  c iv ilize  a n  u n 
c o rru p te d  race , ig n o ran t o f sin , se ttle  th e m  in c itie s  w here everybody  will liv e  c o n te n t in 
d o ing  a d e q u a te  w ork. The vision o f an  ideal bourgeo is society  unfo lds h e re  w ith  u to p is tic
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co lo u rin g , i t  being  considered  to  b e  E n g lan d ’s h is to ric  m issio n  to  c rea te  it. T h is a im  an d  
th is  v is ta  h a d  fasc in a ted  P a rm e n iu s  to  th a t  e x te n t t h a t  h e  becam e w illing to  leav e  h is 
n a tiv e  la n d . A fte r  d esc rib in g  th is  new  society , he ex c la im ed  th a t  he  was yea rn in g  fo r th e  
h a p p in e s s  t h a t  — ab an d o n in g  h is  co u n try  — he to o  sh o u ld  em b a rk  on th is  sh ip , a cco m 
p a n ie d  b y  th e  M uses, a n d  b ecom e th e  singer o f  th is  r is in g  race . A fte r u sing  th e  w ord  
p a tr ia , h e  ad d ed  in  b ra c k e ts , “ p ie ta s  ignosce” — as a n  o b v io u s sign th a t  h is  y e a rn in g  
a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  also show ed  re lu c tan ce , a lth o u g h  he  w as  n o t  a t  all ce rta in  to  succeed , 
becau se  fa te  h ad  o rig inally  o rd e red  h im  to  w rite a b o u t th e  b a t t le s  rag ing  on th e  sh o res  o f  
th e  D a n u b e .43

H o w ev er, as w e a ll know , fa te  d id  n o t p e rm it h is  r e tu rn  in  H u n g ary  b u t fu lfilled  
h is d e s ire  to  see th e  lan d  he  y e a rn e d  to  find , w here in s te a d  o f  a  golden age he  m e t w ith  
b leak  a n d  u n fr ien d ly  n a tu re  to  b e  fin a lly  devoured b y  th e  w aves.

*

I t  m u s t be  a d m itte d  t h a t  w ith  th e  exception  o f  th e  W itte n b e rg  d a ta , w e d id  n o t 
succeed  in  ad d in g  a n y  n ew  fa c ts  to  th e  scan ty  in fo rm a tio n  availab le  ab o u t S tep h en  
P a rm e n iu s . N evertheless, w e believe  th a t  i t  was e ssen tia l to  offer suggestions concern ing  
h is  b a c k g ro u n d  an d  s tu d ie s  in  H u n g a ry , possible in f lu en ces  h e  absorbed , and  co n fro n tin g  
th e  w ho le  w ith  h is ca reer in  E n g la n d  w hich is b e tte r  k n o w n . I f  we have  n o t done m o re , w e 
succeeded  a t  leas t in  d e lin e a tin g  th e  “ ev en tu a l”  ca ree r o f  a  H u n g arian  h u m a n is t w ho 
e m ig ra te d  a n d  p u t dow n h is  ro o ts  in  la te  s ix teen th  c e n tu ry  E n g lan d . T his career c o n ta in s  
som e m o re  general s ta te m e n ts  a s  fa r as th e  h is to ry  o f  H u n g arian  h u m an ism  is 
co n ce rn ed . B u d a i P a rm en iu s  seem s to  h ave  ap p ro ach ed  E liz a b e th a n  E n g lan d  in  a  w ay  
w h ich  re m in d s  us o f  th e  o n e tim e  s ta y  o f  Ja n u s  P a n n o n iu s  in  Q u attro cen to  I ta ly .  B o th  
h a d  se lec ted  well, se ttlin g  in  a  E u ro p e a n  coun try  w hich  a t  t h a t  tim e  was in  th e  fo re fro n t 
o f  econom ic , social a n d  c u ltu ra l developm ent. J a n u s  P a n n o n iu s  adop ted  th e  c o u n try  
w h ich  g av e  b ir th  to  R en a issan ce  cu ltu re , w itnessing  i ts  f i r s t  hey d ay , P arm en ius, on  th e  
o th e r  h a n d , th e  co u n try  w h ich  sa w  its  las t flo u rish in g  p e rio d  an d  its  n ea r end . B o th  
a ssu m ed  a  new  nam e in  th e i r  n ew ly  adop ted  c o u n try  ( J a n u s  confirm ed it in  h is  p oem , 
w hile  w e h a v e  tr ie d  to  m a k e  th e  sam e  seem  obvious a b o u t P a rm en iu s) ; b o th  h ad  succeeded  
in  e n te r in g  th e  b es t in te lle c tu a l circ les an d  w ere w ell v e rs e d  in  th e  upsurge o f  m o d e rn  
ideas. B o th  m en  h a d  looked  u p o n  i t  a s  th e ir  p a ra m o u n t d u ty  to  sing  ab o u t th e  b ra v e ry  
o f  th e  H u n g a ria n s  in  op p o sin g  th e  overw helm ing forces o f  th e  T urks, how ever, n e ith e r  
cou ld  fu lfill th is  ex p ec ta tio n . In s te a d  b o th  poets w ere o v erpow ered  b y  th e  p ro m ise  o f  
a  b e t te r ,  fin e r, m ore civ ilized  bourgeo is w orld a n d  b ecam e  th e  singers o f  th e  k een es t 
hopes o f  hum an ism .

W h e n  co n fro n tin g  th e  tw o  p o e ts  w ith  each  o th e r , I  d id  n o t th in k  o f  p a ra lle l in  
p o e tic  g re a tn e ss , ra n k  b u t  in  ty p e , c h a rac te r and  p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  fa te  and  p re d ic a m e n t 
o f  a  H u n g a r ia n  h u m a n is t ca reer. A lth o u g h  P arm en iu s  occu p ied  a  lesser role in  th e  f in a l 
p e rio d  o f  h u m an ism  th a n  J a n u s  in  its  early  h is to ry , n ev e rth e le ss , he occupies a  no b le  
p lace . Tibor K la n icza y
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L’idéal du bonheur et la vie quotidienne 
dans l’Europe centrale et orientale 

au milieu du XVIIIe siècle
(LES R A P P O R T S  D E  LA P R O S E  M IN E U R E )

D a n s  les recherches q u i se  c o n cen tren t sur les p h én o m èn e s  spécifiques à  l ’E u ro p e  
o c c id e n ta le , l ’exam en des n o u v e a u x  idéaux , de la  m a n iè re  d e  v iv re , de  la  m e n ta li té  e t 
p lu s  p ré c isé m e n t l’in te rp ré ta tio n  m u ltip le  de « l ’idéa l d u  b o n h eu r » o n t acq u is  u n e  
p la c e  p a rtic u liè re m e n t im p o r ta n te .  L ’ensem ble des p ro b lèm es  c o m p o rta n t les questio n s 
d es  g e n re s  e t  des form es d ’a r t ,  d a n s  lesquels le se n tim e n t d e  la  v ie , v u  d ’u n e  façon  m o 
d e rn e , p o u v a it  se développer le  p lu s  e t  gagner du  te r ra in ,  se  v o it  au  cen tre  de  l ’in té rê t  
de  l ’h is to ire  litté ra ire . C om m e s u i te  d ’u n  grand n om bre  d ’ex ce llen ts  t r a v a u x  se ré fé ra n t 
s u r to u t  à  d es phénom ènes sp éc ifiq u e s  à  la  F rance , l ’in té rê t  d e  l ’E u ro p e  cen tra le  e t  o rien 
ta le  s ’e s t  to u rn é  récem m ent v e rs  ces problèm es e t  a  tâ c h é  a v e c  efficacité  de  d éco u v rir 
les f a c te u r s  litté ra ires  y  re la ti f s .1

C e tte  recherche n ’es t p a s  enco re  parvenue à  é ta b l i r  u n  p a n o ra m a  co m ple t; ce 
q u i s ’e s t  cep en d an t révélé co m m e c e r ta in , c’est que d a n s  c e tte  p a r t ie  de l ’E u ro p e , l ’e n 
sem b le  d e s  problèm es en q u e s tio n  a  m an ifes té  des p a r t ic u la r i té s  spéc ifiquem en t d iffé ren tes  
de  ce lles  ca rac té ris tiq u es de  la  m o i tié  occidentale d u  c o n tin e n t. V u les bases, les fa c teu rs  
so c ia u x , a in s i que le cours d u  d év e lo p p e m en t d iffé ren ts, les m an iè re s  de  chercher e t  de 
t r o u v e r  le  b o nheu r m o n tre n t à  b e a u c o u p  d ’égards des te n d a n c e s  e t  des sy m p tô m es d i
v e rg e n ts . S o n t en m êm e te m p s  n o ta b le s  les tr a its  co m m u n s o u  en p a r t ie  id en tiq u es  qu i 
se s o n t  fo rm és à  l ’influence d ’u n  m ê m e  m otif, c’e s t-à -d ire  g râ c e  à  T ordre d ’idées des L u 
m iè res . C ’e s t  u n  fa it avéré  q u e , d a n s  la  conception de la  v ie , la  p é n é tra tio n  progressive  des 
L u m iè re s  frança ises  à  p a r t i r  d es an n é e s  c inquan te  d u  X V I I I e siècle, est devenue le p ro 
m o te u r  d e s  changem ents d o n t le s  m an ifes ta tio n s  so n t co n se rv ées p a r  des tr a v a u x  l i t t é 
ra ire s  ju s q u ’à  p résen t in su ff isa m m e n t explorés de l ’époque. Ce q u i com plique ces p ro b lè 
m es , c ’e s t  q u e  dans ce d o m a in e , ju s q u ’au x  années so ix a n te -d ix  d u  X V II Ie siècle e t  à  
b e a u c o u p  d ’égards m êm e p e n d a n t  la  période  qui su iv a it, les d iverses  form es de  ce q u ’on 
a p p e lle  le s  L um ières a p p a ra is sa n t d e  m an ières e t à  des d eg rés  d ’efficac ité  d iffé ren ts, n ’o n t
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