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The World of Juraj Sizgori¢ from Sibenik,

Dalmatia’s First Humanist Poet and Historian

Juraj Sizgori¢ from Sibenik (ca. 1445-1509) was the first hu-
manist from the Venetian territories in Dalmatia who sought
to make a name as an author within the emerging republic of
letters. He is today celebrated in Croatia as the author of the
first printed book of poetry published by a Croat, the Elegiarum
et carminum libri tres (Venice, 1477), and one of the first local
humanists to write a national history, the De situ Ilfyriae et civitate
Sibenici (1487). Yet, Sizgori¢’s oeuvre has only been partially
edited and even less of it is available in Croatian translation,
all the while there are still many unknowns regarding his life
and career. This talk will present Juraj Sizgori¢’s life and works
and the world that shaped them, placing them in the context
of the intellectual and political culture of the fifteenth-cen-
tury Venetian empire, the emergence of a distinct Dalmata/
Croat national branch of the republic of letters, and the social
dynamics specific to Sibenik. I will discuss, in turn, Siigorié’s
formative years in the Sibenik communal school, his poetic
beginnings during doctoral studies in Padua, his efforts to es-
tablish himself as the representative of his city and his nation
upon his return to Sibenik, and, finally, his last known works

and withdrawal from humanist activities.
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Croatian lands and their connections with Italy, with a particular focus on the diffusion of the humanist move-
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Historiography, which examines Croatian historiographical production in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as
it began to take shape into a distinct tradition.
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